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Genesis of the Project

• An introduction to H5P, but also to using H5P as a formative feedback tool for skills 
development (in this case, the assignment was the use of the Course Presentation activity 
type).

• Led to exploration of how best to build composition feedback in H5P.

Lumen Learning Hackathon, September 2019

Time to Play (and build faculty competencies), October 2019 -
October 2020

• Project to improve an existing OER, Writing for Success: 1st Canadian Edition.
• Allowed me to hire two students to develop the learning objects.

BCcampus Grant, October 2020 – July 2021



Key: Student 
Involvement

Lince Tomy and Ashmita Roy

Student RAs took responsibility for reading the 
textbook (they had both completed first-year 
composition courses successfully) and letting us 
know where the sticking points were.

Also identified an activity type and application –
flashcards for key terms at the end of each 
chapter – that wasn’t on the project radar at all.



T HE G AT EWAY  
ACT I VI T Y: 

T HES I S  
DE V E L OP ME N T  

EXER CI S E



H5P for Skills Development

H5P is established in reviewing closed-ended concepts. But what about stickier, 
messier skills development in a somewhat subjective field like composition?

Student need to do rough work and drafting to master compositions skills. How do 
we signal the value and importance of this work?



Formative 
Feedback 
and Skills 

Development

• It’s rare that I can offer students a “right 
answer.” But tools that allow me to build 
sample responses and cue important aspects of 
it are critical.

• Because marking essays is time-consuming, 
instructors often spend the lionshare of 
feedback time on final comments on essays… 
when students cannot act on it.

• Judicious use of H5P to frame and guide 
formative exercises can both reinforce key 
concepts and offer early-intervention 
feedback to students at the roughwork stage.



THREE EXAMPLES: 

SUMMARY, ESSAY, 
DOCUMENTATION TOOL



S UMMA RY



ES S AY



DOCUMENTATION TOOL



A Bonus: Repurposing Multiple Choice for Pre-Submission or Process Checklists



PL EA S E  F EEL  F R EE  TO 
DOW N L OA D T HE S E  S A MP L E S  

A S  A  PL ACE  TO S TA RT  I N  
US I NG  H5 P  F OR  YOUR  OW N 

PUR POS ES.



Accessibility

The tools highlighted today all 
work with screenreaders. That 
said, if you’re unfamiliar, it’s 

worth testing out a screenreader 
yourself to see what the example 

of using these tools is like.

For students using OER offline, 
a key issue is the functionality of 

H5P. Exploring page-one 
printables will change the way 

resources using, for example, the 
Documentation tool are 

developed.



Thank you for your time today.

I’m looking forward to answering questions and discussing
these applications further, and I hope you’ll reach out.

You can also email me: bgray@tru.ca

Or find me on Twitter: @brennacgray

mailto:bgray@tru.ca

